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About

A weekly project.

We hope �at you enjoyed �e first edition as 
much as we did.

The first edition received glowing responses 
from many of our readers, including from your 
governments across �e Caribbean as we 
spread �e word across �e region.  

We want to showcase as many of you as we 
can – whe�er it is �rough �is Newsletter or 
�rough our o�cial FaceBook page: Australia in 
�e Caribbean – to share your stories, stay in 
contact wi� you and follow your journeys, 
wherever �ey may lead.  

Send us your stories about your studies and life 
in Australia to include in future posts.
We want to celebrate your achievements wi� 
�e rest of �e world!  

We are delighted to bring 
you �e second edition of 
�e Alumni eNewsletter

Good Day Australia-Caribbean Alumni

We are also pleased to see so many of our 
Alumni linking up on LinkedIn!
Your professional Australia-Caribbean 
LinkedIn group is seeing a steady grow� in 
new membership, some stimulating 
discussion on topics of interest in �e 
Caribbean and a bright future ahead.
We hope �is will become a useful avenue 
for you to share your knowledge, experience 
and �oughts in a setting where �e future 
leaders of tomorrow can collaborate and 
inspire one ano�er. Perhaps �ese heal�y 
discussions can be �e genesis for periodic 
in-country discussions among small pockets 
of Alumni.

Finally, �e Australian High Commission 
stands ready to support and streng�en our 
Australia-Caribbean connections and hopes 
�at wi� your support �e bond of friendship 
will grow as more Alumni return from �eir 
Australian experience – whe�er self-funded 
or �rough a Government-funded initiative.

TRACEY HAINES

Deputy High Commissioner
Australian High Commission
Port of Spain
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As an administrative O�cer 
wi� �e Ministry of Heal� 
of Dominica, Laurina has 
assisted wi� �e dra�ing of 
strategic plans for �e 
Ministry and conducted 
training in Human Resource 
Management, Customer 
Service and Team Building. 
For a developing country 
such as Dominica, Laurina 
identified: a revitalisation of 
�e agricultural and fisheries 
industry; increasing 
employment; and �e 
development of �e tourism 
industry as crucial 
development priorities.

Master of
Business Administration
University of Western Sydney
Completion of Studies 2012

Laurina Burton

E C O N O M I C S E D U C AT I O NBUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

David Perrera is at �e 
forefront of combatting 
climate change in his 
country. Currently, he is �e 
Focal Point for reducing 
emissions from deforestation 
and forest degradation in 
developing countries 
(REDD+) in �e Ministry of 
Forestry, Fisheries and 
Sustainable Development of 
Belize. He highlights climate 
change as a central tenet in 
�e transformation of Belize 
into a vibrant developing 
country. 

The main development 
priorities for Belize are 
combatting and alleviating 
poverty �rough public 
engagement, participation 
and full consent in �e 
establishment of new 
industries.  David envisions 
�at a well informed and 
educated populace will take 
climate change seriously 
and mitigate �e impact it 
will have on �e country.
He sees himself as an agent 
of change in �e climate 
change field and would like 
to provide information on 
�e challenges and 
opportunities �at climate 
change can bring to a 
developing country.
In his area of work, he has 
been made aware of �e 
danger posed to �e poor, 
industries, infrastructure, 
energy, water and several 
o�er sectors.  However, he 
noted �at it can also create 
new opportunities for 
people to adapt and be 
more aware of how to 
transform and become 
resilient in a changing world.

Dominica

Master of Climate Change
Adaptation
The University of
�e Sunshine Coast
Completion of Studies 2014

David Perrera

CLIMATE CHANGE
ADAPTATION

Belize

At present, Eddy Lebelon is 
�e Assistant Coordinator for 
Technical Cooperation wi� 
�e Inter-American Institute 
for Cooperation on 
Agriculture (IICA) in Haiti.
He has maintained his 
communication linkages 
wi� Australia �rough 
Brisbane Marketing, his 
�esis supervisor and �e 
coordinator of his academic 
program.
For Haiti, Eddy would like to 
see increased job creation 
and by extension a major 
reduction in unemployment 
on �e island, a reduction in 
environmental issues, and 
improvement in security.
He would like to use his 
knowledge and skills to 
assist wi� bringing about 
�e required change in Haiti. 
In �e long term,
Eddy would like to develop 
policies to attract much 
needed Foreign Direct 
Investment in Haiti.

Master of Development
Economics (Advanced)
The University of
Queensland
Completion of Studies 2014

Eddy Lebelon
Haiti

Wi� a Masters degree in 
Education and a 
concentration in Behaviour 
Management and 
Leadership, Nekishair is 
Head of Language at �e 
Bequia Community High 
School in St Vincent and �e 
Grenadines. She identified 
�e major development 
requirements in her country 
as education and 
technology, in an effort to 
improve students’ overall 
achievement, and a 
reduction in �e drop-out 
rate in schools. Nekishair 
noted �at programs which 
target students’ behavioural 
issues wi�in schools and 
communities have to be 
established in St Vincent. 
These should also include 
�e use of technology to 
enhance teaching and 
learning. She hopes to 
continue working in her 
school and community to 
assist young persons reach 
�eir maximum potential.

Master of
Educational Studies
The University of
Queensland
Completion of Studies 2014

Nekishair Gordon
St. Vincent & The Grenadines

Janeel is currently a Foreign 
Service O�cer wi� �e 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Trade, Commerce 
and IT. 

Upon her return to her 
country, she has worked 
wi� �e Ambassador to �e 
Caribbean Region on 
Regional Integration 
initiatives, collaborated on 
working committees for 
better governance practices 
for �e OECS Free 
Circulation of Goods regime 
and commenced plans for 
effective inclusion of Civil 
Society in policy 
determination.
She is currently working on 
a policy paper on best 
options of joint 
representation at �e 
Diplomatic Level for more 
e�cient prioritisation of 
resources by island states.

Janeel is of �e firm belief 
�at economic diversification 
and grow� should be �e 
prime targets in her 
country’s National 
Development Plan. 
However, it cannot be 
achieved wi�out �e 
introduction of better 
governance practises and 
targeted interaction wi� �e 
international community, 
including pursuing new key 
partners and innovative 
ways to grow local trade as 
well as cultural export. She 
believes in a more cohesive 
approach to international 
engagement which would 
include more involvement of 
private sector initiatives.

Improved institutional 
structures, access to better 
quality of life and grow� in 
entrepreneurship are 
development issues Janeel 
would like to see 
accomplished. She believes 
�e lessons learnt from her 
Australian experience have 
been invaluable. Her 
discussions wi� her 
colleagues from Asia on 
me�ods employed to 
combat various 
development obstacles 
have inspired her to look for 
creative solutions �at will 
assist her country  in an 
appropriate way, while not 
compromising its 
uniqueness. Experiencing 
�e governance structures 
and organised focus evident 
in Australian institutions 
first-hand and meeting a 
wide variety of persons wi� 
diverse backgrounds and 
goals served to open her 
mind to new avenues of 
understanding.

Janeel’s Australian 
experience was 
enlightening and fulfilling 
and she will be making use 
of �e opportunity to make 
linkages while continuing to 
develop �e rewarding 
friendships she established 

in almost every part of �e 
globe to make �e world a 
little more accessible

Jamaican Foreign Service O�cer
Ms. Christine Bailey and
Australian High Commissioner Ross Tysoe 
discusses her for�coming visit to Australia.
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E N G I N E E R I N G

Shinella identified key 
benefits of her Australian 
education as: exposure to 
new cultures; exposure to 
research me�ods; access to 
professors wi� a weal� of 
knowledge and experience; 
and state of �e art 
equipment to facilitate her 
research. She has utilised 
�ese benefits in her job as 
a Materials Engineer wi� 
�e Ministry of Public Works 
of Guyana. It has also 
enabled her to conduct 
research into �e use of 
hydrate lime in road 
stabilisation. Shinella is 
currently working on �e 
preparation of a quality 
manual for �e materials 
laboratory to acquire ISO 
accreditation. As part of �e 
research and development 
division at �e Ministry of 
Public Works, Shinella is 
focussed on continued 
research on materials 
available and me�ods of 
improvement of material 
properties to reduce 
construction costs.

Master of Science
and Technology
The University of
New Sou� Wales
Completion of Studies 2014

Shinella Johnson
Guyana

Sanniel Wilson’s current 
position is �at of a Pest Risk 
Analyst. From her study in 
Australia she highlighted �e 
key benefits which included: 
�e multicultural nature of 
�e country and by 
extension �e university 
(�is afforded an opportunity 
for improving team work 
skills), networking and 
collaboration on an 
international level to 
accomplish several research 
projects; opportunity to join 
professional organisations; 
knowledge and skills 
acquired. Sanniel is a 
member of �e Australian 
Institute of Food Science 
and Technology (AIFST) and 
had �e opportunity to 
network wi� �e Food 
Standards Australia and 
New Zealand (FSANZ) staff 
which resulted in some 
important linkages for future 
use.

She identified �e 
development priorities for 
her country as focussing on 
agriculture, food production, 

Master of Science in
Food Science & Technology
The University of
New Sou� Wales
Completion of Studies 2014

Sanniel Sannell Wilson
Jamaica

Sherwin pursued a Masters 
of Educational Studies wi� 
specialisation in Behaviour 
Management, Inclusive and 
Special Needs at �e 
University of Queensland. 
This specialisation has 
equipped him su�ciently in 
his role as Head of 
Department at President’s 
College in Guyana. He noted 
�e key benefits of his 
Australian experience as: 
acquiring advanced 
knowledge and skills; 
improved qualifications; 
increased leadership 
potential; acquisition of a 
strong research capacity; 
and formation of networks. 
Key achievements since 
returning from Australia 
include: Developed a literacy 
and numeracy intervention 
program for children wi� 
learning disabilities in 2013, 
�e first of its kind in 
Guyana. Teachers in literacy 
and numeracy intervention 
were also trained under �is 
program (partially funded by 
�e Australian High 
Commission’s Direct Aid 
Program); Facilitated 
workshops for teachers in 
critical areas relating to 
Special Education in 
Guyana; Collaborated wi� 
�e Ptolemy Reid 
Rehabilitation Centre and 
worked wi� children wi� 
disabilities particularly in �e 
area of Cerebral Palsy and 
Down Syndrome;

Master of
Educational Studies
The University of
Queensland
Completion of Studies 2012

Sherwin Fraser
Guyana

Gained membership in two 
US based international 
professional organisations 
wi� a strong commitment 
in �e area of Special 
Education – International 
Association of Special 
Education and �e Council 
for Exceptional Children.

As Guyana is dependent on 
a vibrant road network to 
link its various regions, 
Shinella hopes �at reduced 
transportation costs will 
open up areas of Guyana for 
fur�er development.

FOOD SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY

GOVERNANCE &
PUBLIC POLICY

preservation and processing 
for �e sustainability of food 
security for �e country and 
reducing �e reliance on 
imported food.  It is her 
expectation �at she will 
make a significant 
contribution in �e country’s 
strategy for sustainable food 
production, processing, 
preservation and export.

Janeel is currently a Foreign 
Service O�cer wi� �e 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Trade, Commerce 
and IT. 

Upon her return to her 
country, she has worked 
wi� �e Ambassador to �e 
Caribbean Region on 
Regional Integration 
initiatives, collaborated on 
working committees for 
better governance practices 
for �e OECS Free 
Circulation of Goods regime 
and commenced plans for 
effective inclusion of Civil 
Society in policy 
determination.
She is currently working on 
a policy paper on best 
options of joint 
representation at �e 
Diplomatic Level for more 
e�cient prioritisation of 
resources by island states.

Master of Governance
and Public Policy
The University of
Queensland
Completion of Studies 2014

Janeel Drayton
St. Vincent & The Grenadines

Janeel is of �e firm belief 
�at economic diversification 
and grow� should be �e 
prime targets in her 
country’s National 
Development Plan. 
However, it cannot be 
achieved wi�out �e 
introduction of better 
governance practises and 
targeted interaction wi� �e 
international community, 
including pursuing new key 
partners and innovative 
ways to grow local trade as 
well as cultural export. She 
believes in a more cohesive 
approach to international 
engagement which would 
include more involvement of 
private sector initiatives.

Improved institutional 
structures, access to better 
quality of life and grow� in 
entrepreneurship are 
development issues Janeel 
would like to see 
accomplished. She believes 
�e lessons learnt from her 
Australian experience have 
been invaluable. Her 
discussions wi� her 
colleagues from Asia on 
me�ods employed to 
combat various 
development obstacles 
have inspired her to look for 
creative solutions �at will 
assist her country  in an 
appropriate way, while not 
compromising its 
uniqueness. Experiencing 
�e governance structures 
and organised focus evident 
in Australian institutions 
first-hand and meeting a 
wide variety of persons wi� 
diverse backgrounds and 
goals served to open her 
mind to new avenues of 
understanding.

Janeel’s Australian 
experience was 
enlightening and fulfilling 
and she will be making use 
of �e opportunity to make 
linkages while continuing to 
develop �e rewarding 
friendships she established 

in almost every part of �e 
globe to make �e world a 
little more accessible
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IN THE WORLD

During her tenure at Gri�� 
University, Are�a was able 
to build a network of 
contacts outside St Lucia 
�at has provided support, 
knowledge and advice to 
her in her capacity as 
Research O�cer, Regional 
Integration and Diaspora 
Unit, O�ce of �e Prime 
Minister. She identified �e 
main development priorities 
for her country as: 
sustainable development; 
investment infrastructure; 
streng�ening of public and 
private sector 
competitiveness; boosting 
exports and investments; 
and streng�ening fiscal 
stability.  

Master in
International Relations
Gri�� University
Completion of Studies 2012

St. Lucia

INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

Are�a Regis

Janeel is currently a Foreign 
Service O�cer wi� �e 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Trade, Commerce 
and IT. 

Upon her return to her 
country, she has worked 
wi� �e Ambassador to �e 
Caribbean Region on 
Regional Integration 
initiatives, collaborated on 
working committees for 
better governance practices 
for �e OECS Free 
Circulation of Goods regime 
and commenced plans for 
effective inclusion of Civil 
Society in policy 
determination.
She is currently working on 
a policy paper on best 
options of joint 
representation at �e 
Diplomatic Level for more 
e�cient prioritisation of 
resources by island states.

Janeel is of �e firm belief 
�at economic diversification 
and grow� should be �e 
prime targets in her 
country’s National 
Development Plan. 
However, it cannot be 
achieved wi�out �e 
introduction of better 
governance practises and 
targeted interaction wi� �e 
international community, 
including pursuing new key 
partners and innovative 
ways to grow local trade as 
well as cultural export. She 
believes in a more cohesive 
approach to international 
engagement which would 
include more involvement of 
private sector initiatives.

Improved institutional 
structures, access to better 
quality of life and grow� in 
entrepreneurship are 
development issues Janeel 
would like to see 
accomplished. She believes 
�e lessons learnt from her 
Australian experience have 
been invaluable. Her 
discussions wi� her 
colleagues from Asia on 
me�ods employed to 
combat various 
development obstacles 
have inspired her to look for 
creative solutions �at will 
assist her country  in an 
appropriate way, while not 
compromising its 
uniqueness. Experiencing 
�e governance structures 
and organised focus evident 
in Australian institutions 
first-hand and meeting a 
wide variety of persons wi� 
diverse backgrounds and 
goals served to open her 
mind to new avenues of 
understanding.

Janeel’s Australian 
experience was 
enlightening and fulfilling 
and she will be making use 
of �e opportunity to make 
linkages while continuing to 
develop �e rewarding 
friendships she established 

in almost every part of �e 
globe to make �e world a 
little more accessible

Imi Chitterman is �e 
Information Manager at �e 
Ministry of Education in 
Grenada. His training in 
Australia enabled him to 
identify available resources 
for development. It also 
made it clearer �at 
innovation comes �rough 
linkages wi� research, 
industry, community and 
government support. He 
established friendships wi� 
persons from �e Pacific 
Islands and Asia and 
remains in contact wi� 
academic staff and 
administrators from �e 
University of Sydney as well 
as a local non-governmental 
organisations involved in 
developmental projects.
He noted �at while his 
country’s priorities are 
focussed on education, 
human resource 
development, you� training 
and enhancement, he is 
supportive of human 
resource �rough �e use of 
technologies in education 
and agriculture.

Master of Information
Technology
The University Sydney
Completion of Studies 2014

Imi K Chitterman

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

Grenada

Ann Pascual is currently �e 
Operation Supervisor in �e 
Finance and Accounting 
Department at �e Atlantic 
Bank Ltd, in Belize City. 
While in Australia, Ann’s 
passion for finance, 
specifically financial analysis 
and interpretation of data 
was solidified and has 
assisted her in her current 
position wi� preparing and 
analyzing financial data for 
�e bank. She expects her 
knowledge of �ese banking 
processes to increase and 
by extension her knowledge 
in finance. Ann intends to be 
influential in shaping 
financial policies in �e next 
10 years.

The Australian experience 
provided her wi� several 
benefits: established 
relationships wi� 
professionals from Germany, 
Papua New Guinea, 
Australia and Vietnam; 
developed a better 
understanding of business 
and finance on a global 
scale; broadened her 
appreciation for �e natural 
wonders of Belize 
particularly �e Barrier Reef.  
Ann is of �e opinion �at 
Belize can benefit from: an 
improved heal� care 
system particularly for �e 
treatment of kidney 
diseases, diabetes and 

Master of Management
The Sou�ern Cross
University
Completion of Studies 2012

Ann Pascual
Belize

paediatric care; improved 
road infrastructure for access 
to �e major cities, towns 
and tourist sites in �e 
country; and finally, boosting 
agricultural production, 
specifically creating value 
added products for 
exportation into different 
world markets.

Australian Awards Alumni - 
Jamaican Randell Bailey won �e 
2nd place prize in our #CWC2015 
cricket promotion on Facebook.
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Janeel is currently a Foreign 
Service O�cer wi� �e 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Trade, Commerce 
and IT. 

Upon her return to her 
country, she has worked 
wi� �e Ambassador to �e 
Caribbean Region on 
Regional Integration 
initiatives, collaborated on 
working committees for 
better governance practices 
for �e OECS Free 
Circulation of Goods regime 
and commenced plans for 
effective inclusion of Civil 
Society in policy 
determination.
She is currently working on 
a policy paper on best 
options of joint 
representation at �e 
Diplomatic Level for more 
e�cient prioritisation of 
resources by island states.

Janeel is of �e firm belief 
�at economic diversification 
and grow� should be �e 
prime targets in her 
country’s National 
Development Plan. 
However, it cannot be 
achieved wi�out �e 
introduction of better 
governance practises and 
targeted interaction wi� �e 
international community, 
including pursuing new key 
partners and innovative 
ways to grow local trade as 
well as cultural export. She 
believes in a more cohesive 
approach to international 
engagement which would 
include more involvement of 
private sector initiatives.

Improved institutional 
structures, access to better 
quality of life and grow� in 
entrepreneurship are 
development issues Janeel 
would like to see 
accomplished. She believes 
�e lessons learnt from her 
Australian experience have 
been invaluable. Her 
discussions wi� her 
colleagues from Asia on 
me�ods employed to 
combat various 
development obstacles 
have inspired her to look for 
creative solutions �at will 
assist her country  in an 
appropriate way, while not 
compromising its 
uniqueness. Experiencing 
�e governance structures 
and organised focus evident 
in Australian institutions 
first-hand and meeting a 
wide variety of persons wi� 
diverse backgrounds and 
goals served to open her 
mind to new avenues of 
understanding.

Janeel’s Australian 
experience was 
enlightening and fulfilling 
and she will be making use 
of �e opportunity to make 
linkages while continuing to 
develop �e rewarding 
friendships she established 

in almost every part of �e 
globe to make �e world a 
little more accessible

Javan is currently �e 
Permanent Secretary of �e 
Ministry of Heal� of 
Grenada. He identified �e 
key benefits of his Australian 
tertiary experience as: 
networking wi� persons 
from different parts of �e 
world; cultural sharing; 
benefiting from teamwork 
experiences; development 
of his writing abilities; 
sharpening of his 
communication skills; 
improvement in 
self-confidence. 
Upon his return from 
Australia he has been able 
to provide some strategic 
direction wi�in �e Ministry 
of Heal� to assist wi� �e 
current challenges facing �e 
organisation. Helping to 
improve �e implementation 
rate and timely decision 

Master of
Project Leadership
University of Sydney
Completion of Studies 2014

Javan F. Williams

PROJECT
LEADERSHIP

Tameka has been utilising 
her training and enhancing 
her project management 
skills by working as an 
Administrator wi� �e 
Caribbean Climate 
Innovation Centre, a World 
Bank funded initiative.
Wi� her training, Tameka 
has been able to 
successfully plan and 
execute regional workshops 
and events in different 
Caribbean territories.
She also formulated a 
Records Management 
Policies and Procedures 
Manual and an Employee 
Exit Policy at �e Scientific 
Research Council. Tameka 
identified �e main 
development priorities for 
Jamaica as: creation of jobs 
and reduction of �e 
unemployment rate; 
reduction in crime and 
violence; food security; and 
childcare development.
In �e next five to ten years, 
Tameka envisions: �e 
formulation and 
implementation of more 
inclusive consultative 
policies leading to strong 
economic grow� and social 
development of Jamaica; a 
focus on �e proper 
evaluation of existing 
policies and enforcement of 
agreed stipulations outlined 
in such policies; and 
improvement in records and 
information management in 

Master of Policy Studies
The University of
New Sou� Wales
Completion of Studies 2012

Tameka Lee
Jamaica

P H Y S I OT H E R A P H Y

Marsha presently is a 
Physio�erapist resident in 
Grenada but is in �e 
process of relocating to 
Trinidad and Tobago where 
she accepted a job offer as a 
physio�erapist. Marsha 
stated �at  �e benefits 
gained during her study in 
Australia are infinite. While in 

Doctor of Physio�erapy
The University
of Melbourne
Completion of Studies 2014

Marsha Nicholson

Ann Pascual is currently �e 
Operation Supervisor in �e 
Finance and Accounting 
Department at �e Atlantic 
Bank Ltd, in Belize City. 
While in Australia, Ann’s 
passion for finance, 
specifically financial analysis 
and interpretation of data 
was solidified and has 
assisted her in her current 
position wi� preparing and 
analyzing financial data for 
�e bank. She expects her 
knowledge of �ese banking 
processes to increase and 
by extension her knowledge 
in finance. Ann intends to be 
influential in shaping 
financial policies in �e next 
10 years.

The Australian experience 
provided her wi� several 
benefits: established 
relationships wi� 
professionals from Germany, 
Papua New Guinea, 
Australia and Vietnam; 
developed a better 
understanding of business 
and finance on a global 
scale; broadened her 
appreciation for �e natural 
wonders of Belize 
particularly �e Barrier Reef.  
Ann is of �e opinion �at 
Belize can benefit from: an 
improved heal� care 
system particularly for �e 
treatment of kidney 
diseases, diabetes and 

M AT H E M AT I C S

Carl believes �at St Lucia 
will have to become more 
competitive in �e tourism 
market, particularly wi� �e 
United States’ liberalisation 
of Cuba. The country has to 
become more self-reliant for 
food, green energy 
solutions, provision of 
improved public transport 
and implementation of 
checks and balances to 
mitigate corrupt practices in 
governance. While Carl 
views “ma�s” as being 
global, his work focuses on 
digestion and food 
assimilation which in �e 
long term will be beneficial, 
not only to �e people of
St. Lucia, but to everyone.

Master of Ma�ematics
The University
of Wollongong
Completion of Studies 2014

Carl Ormerod
St. Lucia

paediatric care; improved 
road infrastructure for access 
to �e major cities, towns 
and tourist sites in �e 
country; and finally, boosting 
agricultural production, 
specifically creating value 
added products for 
exportation into different 
world markets.

public sector entities to 
allow for transparency of 
government records under 
�e Jamaica Access to 
Information Act. To assist 
wi� �e achievement of 
�ese objectives, Tameka 
would like to assist in �e 
formulation, implementation 
and evaluation of more 
evidence-based public 
policies �rough �e 
facilitation of inclusive 
consultation of relevant 
stakeholders including 
members of �e public.

Australia she stated she had 
�e opportunity to attain a 
world class education and 
network wi� colleagues 
and faculty from a variety of 
academic backgrounds. 
However, of all �ings 
gained, �e opportunity to 
immerse herself in a 
whirlwind of cultural 
exploration and forming long 
lasting friendships were 
most rewarding. 
At �e University, Marsha 
had �e privilege of being 
�e Vice President of �e 
University of Melbourne 
Ausaward Club (UMAC) and 
had �e opportunity to 
interact wi� world 
renowned physio�erapists, 
allied heal� professionals 
and persons in related 
sectors. Since returning 
home she has been 
engaged in some volunteer 
work wi� kids diagnosed 
wi� Down Syndrome and 
Cerebral Palsy in Grenada.
In Grenada, Marsha views 
�e efforts of o�cials in �e 
heal� sector as making 
strides to improve �e 
quality of life for all 
individuals. There are 
however several allied 
heal� services not 
represented �at are 
required for holistic care.
In an effort to improve �e 
heal� sector, Marsha would 
like to see �e 
implementation and active 
running of an Allied Heal� 
Committee and a 
registration and regulatory 
body for physio�erapists in 
Grenada. In addition �ere 
should be collaboration 
among �e various heal� 
representatives to ensure 
�e multidisciplinary care of 
patients. The establishment 
of �ese communication 
lines would allow for easy 
patient referrals and �e 
holistic care of patients to 
improve recovery time and 
reduce �e financial cost to 
�e heal� sector. In �e 
future Marsha would seek to 
establish a physio�erapy 
clinic �at caters to a variety 
of patient conditions.

22,000
1,100
INSTITUTIONS &

Australia has

COURSES
to choose from

DID
KNOW?

making are his main goals at 
�is time which Javan 
believes is paramount to 
helping wi� e�ciency and 
optimal service delivery in 
Government service. 
For Grenada, Javan sees �e 
main developmental 
priorities as: Agriculture and 
agribusiness; infrastructural 
development; tourism and 
marketing; information and 
communication technology 
services. Javan would like to 
contribute in �e areas 
where project planning is 
necessary to facilitate 
improvement and delivery 
in �ese developmental 
areas. 
Javan firmly believes �at his 
Australian tertiary education 
experience was so fulfilling 
�at he hopes �at 
opportunities will continue 
for many more persons to 
benefit from a similar 
experience. This he believes 
will help develop minds �at 
will fur�er contribute to �e 
development of �e 
Caribbean. 

Grenada

Grenada
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Master of Law, Governance
and Development
The Australian
National University
Completion of Studies 2013

Estelle George
Barbados

P U B L I C  H E A LT H

Tricia De Shong is currently �e Pharmacist in Charge, 
Community Pharmacy Services at �e Environmental Heal� 
Complex in St Vincent and �e Grenadines. She credits �e 
tertiary training she received in Australia wi� enabling her 
to recognise �e gaps in �e pharmaceutical services in her 
country. She would like to assist wi� �e development of 
standardized operations and procedures in �e heal� 
sector. This she considers an area of priority which would 
require development of �e necessary policies and 
standards in �e heal� sector in �e next five years.

Master of Public Heal�
Monash University
Completion of Studies 2014

Tricia De Shong
St. Vincent & The Grenadines

TO U R I S M

As a lecturer in Tourism and Hospitality in Dominica, Temra 
has deepened her knowledge of tourism and �e impact it 
has on her country. Her tertiary training in Australia gave her 
broader exposure to different cultures and an appreciation of 
learning in a different education system. The MBA she 
obtained has boosted her confidence as an educator.
Temra has noted �e establishment of a sustainable lucrative 
tourism industry which can become a major revenue source 
for �e government and people of Dominica as �e main 
development priority for Dominica. She would like to instil a 
sense of pride in tourism stakeholders and inculcate a sense 
of professionalism in �e industry to become more business 
oriented.

Master of
Business Administration
James Cook University
Completion of Studies 2014

Temra Letang
Dominica

Currently an Acting Director in �e Telecommunication 
Au�ority Suriname (TAS), Wendy would like to assist wi� 
�e improvement of �e tourism industry by contributing to 
appropriate legislation to spur development in �e sector.
Her time spent in Australia allowed her to acquire in-dep� 
knowledge about �e tourism industry and �e role it can 
play in development. One area in which she is focusing her 
efforts is �e improvement of internet access in Suriname 
which she believes is a major development priority to lay 
�e foundation for future development.

Master of Tourism
Flinders University
Completion of Studies 2014

Wendy A Jap-A-Joe
Suriname

Marsha presently is a 
Physio�erapist resident in 
Grenada but is in �e 
process of relocating to 
Trinidad and Tobago where 
she accepted a job offer as a 
physio�erapist. Marsha 
stated �at  �e benefits 
gained during her study in 
Australia are infinite. While in 

Australia she stated she had 
�e opportunity to attain a 
world class education and 
network wi� colleagues 
and faculty from a variety of 
academic backgrounds. 
However, of all �ings 
gained, �e opportunity to 
immerse herself in a 
whirlwind of cultural 
exploration and forming long 
lasting friendships were 
most rewarding. 
At �e University, Marsha 
had �e privilege of being 
�e Vice President of �e 
University of Melbourne 
Ausaward Club (UMAC) and 
had �e opportunity to 
interact wi� world 
renowned physio�erapists, 
allied heal� professionals 
and persons in related 
sectors. Since returning 
home she has been 
engaged in some volunteer 
work wi� kids diagnosed 
wi� Down Syndrome and 
Cerebral Palsy in Grenada.
In Grenada, Marsha views 
�e efforts of o�cials in �e 
heal� sector as making 
strides to improve �e 
quality of life for all 
individuals. There are 
however several allied 
heal� services not 
represented �at are 
required for holistic care.
In an effort to improve �e 
heal� sector, Marsha would 
like to see �e 
implementation and active 
running of an Allied Heal� 
Committee and a 
registration and regulatory 
body for physio�erapists in 
Grenada. In addition �ere 
should be collaboration 
among �e various heal� 
representatives to ensure 
�e multidisciplinary care of 
patients. The establishment 
of �ese communication 
lines would allow for easy 
patient referrals and �e 
holistic care of patients to 
improve recovery time and 
reduce �e financial cost to 
�e heal� sector. In �e 
future Marsha would seek to 
establish a physio�erapy 
clinic �at caters to a variety 
of patient conditions.

C A R I B B E A N

GUYANA & BARBADOS

As an alumnus of �e Australian 
National University and 
beneficiary of an Australia 
Award Scholarship in 2011, I 
was pleased to participate in an 
outreach program in Barbados 
to raise awareness about 
Australia as a desirable 
destination for study. 
The delegation headed by
Ms. Gwendolene Roberts met 
wi� students from various 
secondary and tertiary level 
institutions and presented 
information �at was well 
researched. This included an 
analysis of various offerings by 
educational institutions in 
Australia wi� country specific 
information relating to lifestyle:  
�e socio-economic and cultural 
dynamics, as well as special 
attractions and areas of interest 
and exploration wi�in Australia. 
The outreach proved to be a 
welcomed initiative judging 
from �e excitement generated 
among students and teachers 
alike during �e course of 
vibrant discussions, wi� 
relevant burning questions �at 
followed. Participants openly 
shared areas of personal 
academic interest and were 

happy to discover �at 
universities in Australia catered 
to �eir various educational 
pursuits which included: �eatre 
arts, law, education, sports and 
technology among o�ers. 
Participants were also �rilled 
about �e prospect of Australia 
as a study destination because 
of �e rich and diverse physical 
environment. For my part I was 
happy to share my experience 
living in Canberra as a student 
and mom, accompanied by my 
teenage daughter and young 
son during my studies. I felt 
�at one of �e most compelling 
reasons to choose Australia as a 
study destination, quite apart 
from �e quality education 
delivered �rough experiential 
learning, was �e simple fact 
�at �is choice would speak to 
�e character and leadership of 
�e Caribbean student who 
desired to choose a less 
conventional, yet highly 
regarded study destination. 
Recognizing �e important 
networks to be developed and 
explored as students blended 
into classrooms wi� colleagues 
from various sized economies, 
including Pacific Islanders wi� 
whom �e Caribbean islands, 
such as St. Lucia where I am 
from, share much in common.
Wi� relevant follow up, (and 
added encouragement from 
scholarship funders) I believe 
�at Australia could well realise 
a new and growing category of 
student population emerging 
from �e Caribbean region, and 
�e establishment of networks 
among student populations 
which will redound to �e 
benefit of divergent peoples.

Master of Agricultural
and Environmental
Technologies
The University of Sydney
Completion of Studies 2013

Jhaman Kundun
Guyana

Master of
Mineral Resources
The University
of Queensland
Completion of Studies 2012

John Applewhite Hercules
Guyana

Through �e Education 
Outreach program hosted by 
�e Australian High Commission 
I was able to share my 
Australian study experience to 
young Guyanese students 
which was an opportunity I 
greatly valued. Sharing my 
study experience to students 
�at have little or no knowledge 
of an Australian education 
system was quite rewarding 
since �ere are tremendous 
opportunities unfamiliar to �e 
majority of Guyanese students.  
Australian tertiary education 
provides ano�er option to 
qualify or train a student to 
become an expert in any field 
and to fur�er develop �eir 
skills into whatever profession 
�ey would like to pursue. This 
education outreach opened 
ano�er frontier for fur�ering 
�e brilliant minds of Guyanese 
students and I look forward to 
participating in more education 
outreaches in Guyana to share 
my tertiary experience in 
Australia.

From �e 16-17 April, 2015
I participated in outreach 
activities coordinated by
Ms. Gwendolene Roberts, 
Research O�cer of �e 
Australian High Commission to 
�e Queens College, Marian 
Academy, University of Guyana, 
Bishops High School and �e 
Roses High School.
The outreach provided an 
excellent opportunity to 
network wi� �e Secondary 
schools and �e National 
University (University of 
Guyana), to inform �e students 
of �e educational opportunities 
�at exist to study in Australia. 
Second, �e outreach gave me 
an opportunity to motivate 
students to plan �eir career 
around tertiary training 
provided at Australian 
Universities.
As a trained Geologist and Civil 
Engineer, I encouraged 
students to consider a career in 
Mineral Resources and Mining. 
Specifically, I used �e 
opportunity to highlight to 
students �e opportunities �at 
exist in �e growing extractive 
Industries in Guyana and 

intimated to �em �e potential 
for jobs available to Guyanese 
wi�in �e next five to ten 
years in Oil and Gas 
exploration; development and 
maintenance of facilities for 
upstream and downstream 
production; engineering; 
environmental management; 
marketing; logistics etc. 
Wi� an oil and gas potential 
�at is nearly twice as large as 
�e Trinidad oil reserves, �is 
outreach to Guyana came at an 
opportune time, targeting �e 
appropriate audience �at will in 
no doubt be taking up �e 
mantle of leadership wi�in 
Guyana’s Natural Resource/ 
Extractive Industries.
As �e Administrator/ 
Coordinator of �e Guyana 
Mining School and Training 
Centre Inc., I was able to 
highlight to students �at 
Australian Universities- in 
particular �e University of 
Queensland, where I attained 
my Master’s Degree in Mineral 
Resources (Exploration) should 
be considered for training to 
take advantage of �e jobs �at 
will be available in �e 
Extractive Industries in Guyana. 
I outlined �e pa�ways �at 
can be followed in order to gain 
successful entrance to 
Australian Universities and 
procedures to be followed to 
apply for scholarships.

Jhaman and John pose
wi� two senior students
at Bishop's Guyana

Jhaman speaks
to students at St. Rose's

outreach
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Amanda is currently an 
English Language Teacher 
at Ciceron Secondary School 
in St Lucia.  She highlighted 
her most rewarding 
experience in Australia as 
�e friendships formed wi� 
individuals from diverse 
cultures and races, 
particularly �e bond she 
developed between her 
Muslim and Hindu 
housemates. Her experience 
of living in Australia gave 
her a greater appreciation 
for persons from any race or 
culture. Amanda noted �at 
ano�er key benefit was �e 
high quality of education 
received from �e university 
which enabled her to 
develop greater critical 
analysis and argumentative 
skills wi�out being pedantic. 
She identified an emphasis 
on team work as ano�er 
essential component of �e 
quality of education 
received. The main 
development priorities 
which she notes for St Lucia 
are: inclusion of 
development studies; robust 
investigative journalism; 
encouragement of an 
entrepreneurship work e�ic 
amongst graduates.
Her contribution to �e 
development of St Lucia 
would be an emphasis on 
�e provision of rehabilitative 
social and economic 
programs in impoverished 
areas of �e country.

Master of Global Media
Communication
The University of Melbourne
Completion of Studies 2013

Amanda Richardson

MEDIA
COMMUNICATION

St. Lucia

Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs,
�e Honourable Julie Bishop MP

There is no weapon more powerful 
in �is globalised world �an �e 
transformative power of education.


